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Abstract

The concept of Taiwanese national identity is undergoing a significant transformation process,
with a steady increase in citizens of the Republic of China (ROC) identifying primarily as
Taiwanese, while identification solely as Chinese has become marginal. Simultaneously, this
transformation not only affects Taiwanese society but also shapes the development of cross-
strait relations and the entire Indo-Pacific region. However, few studies have delved into the
construction of Taiwanese national identity from a linguistic perspective. Thus, this paper aims
to explore how structural metaphors, ontological metaphors and metaphorical code-switching
are employed by the presidential candidates during the 2024 Presidential Election to construct
Taiwanese national identity discourse. The research paper aims to answer the following
questions: (1) How do the three presidential candidates use metaphors and metaphorical code-
switching in their political rhetoric to construct Taiwanese national identity discourse? (2) What
are the similarities and differences created by the three candidates and the methods they use to
create these discourses? (3) How do these discourses and their creation methods relate to the
wider political and linguistic context? To answer these questions, this paper draws on Lakoff
and Johnson’s (1981) Conceptual Metaphor Theory, Drogosz’s (2008) categorization of
metaphor types, and Wei’s (2003, 2008) research on code-switching in the Taiwanese political
context. As for the research methodology, this paper utilizes the functionally oriented discourse
analysis, one of the subtypes of the discourse analysis method. The research data consists of
televised electoral speeches made by the candidates, including news materials from TTV News,
PTS News, Liberty Times and nnyy.tw, the candidates’ personal YouTube Channels, as well
as speech transcripts shared online by individual volunteers. The study finds that the metaphors
used by Hou Yu-ih and Lai Ching-te construct discourses oriented towards the ROC Chinese
nationalism and civic Taiwanese nationalism. Respectively, Ko Wen-je combines traits of
different national identity orientations to construct a new kind of Taiwanese national identity
discourse. The metaphors used by the candidates express confrontation between different
national identity discourses, particularly concerning the position of the ROC and the elements
threatening national existence. Meanwhile, the New Taiwanese discourse is observable in all
candidates’ discourses, suggesting its potential hegemony. Furthermore, the characteristics of
“islandness” evidently shape the candidates’ discourses, albeit expressed differently by each
candidate. These findings aim to enhance understanding of Taiwanese national identity
discourse and its construction within the electoral context. Additionally, this study seeks to
contribute to a broader comprehension of how national identity is constructed in multicultural
and multilingual democratic societies, as well as to expand understanding of the role of
metaphors in political discourse in societies possessing elements from the Chinese cultural
sphere. For future research, this paper suggests combining discourse analysis with statistical
methods to make valid inferences about the confrontation or hegemony of different national
identity discourses through the exploration of extensive research materials.

Keywords: national identity, discourse, political rhetoric, metaphor
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